
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

New Practice update 

 
 

 
 

Piped gas going into the walls. We will have  

oxygen piped into all our clinical areas and active 

scavenging to remove anaesthetic gases thereby  

improving safety for staff and patients alike. 

…………………. 
Dental Promotion in  

February 

5% off  
Does your pet have tartar build up, trouble eating 

or 

bad breath? 

………………… 

Rabbit Dentition 

Rabbits have only 2 types of teeth: incisors and molars, 

in total 6 incisors and 22 molars. All the teeth are  

continuously growing during all the rabbit’s life. 
Upper Incisors are easy to visualize, the correct  

alignment is with the uppers in front and the lowers  

behind. These teeth are used for chopping off food and 

the molars are used for mastication. Between the 2 

types of teeth there is an empty space called diastema.  

A healthy mouth 

 

Molars are not visible from the outside, superior ones 

are slightly inclined towards the exterior, lower ones vice 

versa. During mastication the mandible moves laterally 

so the food is properly ground and the tooth surface is 

correctly worn. 

It’s always a good idea to regularly check your rabbit’s 
dental condition because of all these particularities. Our 

vets can do a complete examination including, of course, 

a complete mouth examination.  

 

Xray showing a health mouth 

Book a consult with us if you see one or more of these 

symptoms: 

• Excessive salivation with lips, dermatitis and wet 

front limbs 
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• Lacrimation 

• Chewing difficulties 

• Breathing difficulties 

• Anorexia 

• Long incisors 

• Protruding eye 

It may sound strange but in most cases all these  

problems are related to teeth and a wrong diet. 

Feed your bunny with HAY! 

GRASSES Grasses, dandelion leaves, plantain, herb  

robert, rose bush leaves, nasturtium, wild geranium, 

strawberry and raspberry leaves, hazel tree leaves and 

branches, willow tree leaves and branches, apple tree 

leaves and branches, hawthorn, brambles, goose grass, 

blackthorn, nettle (dried), cauliflower leaves, celery 

leaves, green pepper, kale, mint, romaine lettuce, spring 

greens  

OCCASIONALLY VEGETABLES Apple (pipless), banana, 

savoy cabbage, turnip, carrot tops, swede, spinach,  

parsley, basil, dill, oregano, coriander.  

WATER: Water is vital. Rabbits must have access to 

plenty of fresh water at all times. Rabbits eating mainly 

fresh grass and greens will drink less, whilst those eating 

mostly hay will drink more. Bowls are better than bottles 

as lapping from a bowl is more natural to 

 rabbits. Change the water daily, clean the container  

regularly and keep it free of any slime or debris. 

The wrong diet can lead to tooth roots growing without  

control and this can cause abscesses, compressions of  

lacrimal ducts and a lot of pain. 

Lorenzo Bianchini MRCVS 

                             

How much exercise should a puppy 

or young dog get? 

An 8 – 10-week-old puppy’s skeletal frame has not 
yet had a chance to form a proper secure joint, as 

demonstrated in the x-ray photos seen below. 

They move with wobbly movements due to  

nothing fitting tightly and having to rely on  

muscle, tendon and ligaments while the joint is 

forming. 

It is during the forming of these joints and  

growing period that damage can be inflicted as the 

growth plates can be damaged. Excessive running, 

long walks and prevention of exercise can all  

damage the formation of the skeletal frame.  Even 

slipping on floors or jumping on and off the bed or 

settee, will cause impacts to the joints. In small 

amounts this will not cause a problem, but it may     

when it becomes excessive. 

 
 

You only have one chance for your pup to grow 

correctly and it comes with controlled up-bringing 

and good conformation.  

The recommendation for exercising a puppy is 5 

minutes a day for every month of age, until they 

have finished growing to prevent damage to the 

growth plates. For example 15 minutes for a 3-

month-old, 20 minutes for a 4-month-old and so 

on. In most small breeds growth is complete by a 

year although in some breeds it is longer. In larger 

breeds it can take up to 2 years for growth to be 

completed.  

Once grown you will have the rest of their life to 

spend playing and engaging in higher impact  

exercise, so keep it calm while they're still puppies 

and young dogs.  

 

Source of information from the kennel club UK 


