
 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

New Practice update 

Scaffolding all gone! 

 

 
 

Chris admiring the building.  

 

 

 

Senior Wellness Clinics 
Book a thorough health check for your senior pet at 

the discounted price of £98 before the winter 

weather sets in.  

Ring reception to book with your vet before  

Christmas. 01692 403202 

Keeping your pet safe at 

Christmas 

 

Christmas is a time of lavish foods and extravagance for 

all the family, but we must take care when including our 

pets in the festivities. 

Giving your pets presents at Christmas ensures they can 

join in the fun but do make sure they are appropriate. 

Toys should be large enough to ensure they can’t be 
swallowed (or chewed and parts swallowed) as they can 

block the intestines and result in emergency surgery. 

Some foods that we love are actually dangerous for our 

dogs including Christmas cake, Christmas pudding and 

mince pies which contain currants, raisins and sultanas – 

all of which are poisonous to dogs – ultimately resulting 

in kidney failure. Chocolate; whether wrapped under (or 

on!) the tree, left on the table or in advent calendars is 

also life-threatening to dogs. The amount of 
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theobromine the chocolate contains determines how 

poisonous it is so do let us know if the chocolate was 

dark, milk or white. Macadamia nuts should also be kept 

well away from dogs as they affect nerve and muscle 

function. 

Do be careful if giving your pet leftovers or if you know 

your dog is likely to rummage through the bins – cooked 

bones can cause problems perforating or getting stuck in 

the digestive tract; onion, leek and garlic can all cause 

anaemia and mouldy food produces dangerous toxins.  

Plants that we have in the house at Christmas including 

poinsettia, mistletoe, holly berries, amaryllis and the 

Christmas rose can be poisonous to dogs and cats 

causing digestive upsets so it is best to keep them well 

out of reach! 

 

 

 

First Aid Tips 

 

 

 
Poisonings – All pets, given half the opportunity, will eat 

things they shouldn’t! Things that your pets shouldn’t 
get hold of include : 

If you think your pet has been in contact with anything 

you think they shouldn’t, follow these steps : 

1. Do not attempt to make them vomit. This can 

cause your pet more damage in some cases.  

2. Do not give them anything to eat or drink 

3. Try and find out what it is they’ve been in contact 
with or ingested – how much, of what strength 

and how long ago. 

4. Contact us. We may need to contact the 

 veterinary poisons information service (VPIS) if it 

is not a common poisoning and we require more 

information in order to treat your pet. 

 

5. Treat them for shock if they show symptoms of it. 

6. Remember – Prevention is always better than a 

cure!! 

We will likely administer an injection to make your pet 

vomit if they have ingested something they shouldn’t 
have. We will also likely give you some charcoal to give 

your pet to limit the amount of toxin absorbed by your 

pets’ stomach. Sometimes, your pet may have to stay in 

on a drip for several days so that we can ‘flush out’ the 
toxins and do repeated blood tests to check for organ 

damage. 

The Multi- parameter 
 

 
 

The multi parameter is a new piece of equipment 

here at Westover and is similar to a monitor you 

would find in a human hospital. It enables us to 

monitor specialist parameters, such as your pets' 

blood pressure, blood oxygen levels, CO2 levels and 

the electrical activity of the heart, as well as heart 

rate, respiratory rate and temperature. It measures all 

of this simultaneously and displays it clearly on a 

screen for the veterinary team to interpret. It is an 

important monitoring tool for patients under general 

anaesthetic or sedation, as well as those who are 

critically unwell.  


