
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Vaccination Amnesty 

April 2019 
With today’s hectic lifestyle has 
vaccination slipped your mind? 

  

  

 

 

 
Our vaccination amnesty makes it  

easier to restart 

for just £35.00 

Why Vaccinate? 
Puppies, adult dogs and cats are always exploring 

the world around them and are likely to come into 

contact with infectious diseases. 

Vaccination teaches your pet’s immune system in 
advance how to recognise and defend against  

certain important diseases, which are often  

incurable and can be fatal. 

How does vaccination work? 

Vaccines contain harmless forms of the viruses 

and bacteria which causes the diseases your pet 

needs to be protected against. Following  

vaccination, your pet’s immune system generates a 

protective response which will help prevent  

dangerous forms of these infections making your 

pet ill. 

 

 

 

What is a vaccination amnesty? 

We regularly send out reminders when boosters  

are due, but for all sorts of reasons it is possible for 

the renewal date to pass by and the vaccination to 

be missed. Your pet would normally then require  

the expense of a full 2-dose primary course to  

restore protection for your pet. Our vaccination 

amnesty is a special offer giving you the  

opportunity to get your pet’s vaccination status 
fully up to date for just the cost of a single booster.  

 

Corneal Ulcers  

 

     Corneal Ulcers and Serum Eye Drops  

The cornea is the transparent membrane which 

makes up the front of the eyeball. An ulcer occurs 

when layers of the cornea are lost. They can be  

classified as either superficial or deep and vary  

considerably in severity.  
 

Symptoms of a corneal ulcer include a red or  

painful eye, discharge, squinting, closing the eye 

or rubbing at it with a paw. The eye may appear to 

have a film over it or look cloudy.  

Causes include trauma, infection, eyelid  

abnormalities, tear deficiency also known as dry 

eye, foreign bodies and other underlying diseases. 

If you suspect your pet has a problem with one or 

both eyes it is very important to get them  

examined as soon as possible. One of our vets will 

conduct a thorough examination of the eye. This 

may include using strips of paper to measure tear 

production, known as the Schimer’s Tear Test. 
Following this local anaesthetic may be applied to 
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the eye and a coloured dye used to assess corneal 

ulcers. A piece of equipment called an  

ophthalmoscope can be used to visualise the back 

of the eye.  

 

Treatment will depend upon the underlying cause 

of the ulcer and its severity. Often antibiotic eye 

drops are prescribed to apply to the eye and  

discomfort, or pain, may be treated with oral  

anti-inflammatory medications. Corneal ulcers 

can be very serious, sometimes resulting in loss of 

the eye, so it is important to begin treatment as 

soon as possible.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

In some cases, there may be complicating factors 

which prevent the eye healing as it should. On 

these occasions we may opt to take a blood sample 

from your pet to create serum eye drops. This 

means that blood is taken from a vein and put in a 

machine called a centrifuge. We are then able to 

use a portion of the blood called serum. The serum 

contains agents called immunoglobulins and  

antiprotease factors which are important in  

corneal defence and healing. The serum is applied 

directly to the eye using a small pipette. This can 

be very useful and important in encouraging more 

severe corneal ulcers to heal.  

 

 

 

First Aid Tips 

Poisonings – All pets, given half the opportunity, 

will eat things they shouldn’t! Things that your 
pets shouldn’t get hold of include: 

• Chocolate, onions, garlics, grapes and  

      raisins 

• Human and veterinary medication 

• Alcohol, illicit drugs and caffeine 

• Plants – foxglove, hemlock, yew, any bulb 

plants, lily plants to name a few! 

• Xylitol – found in sugar-free items such as 

chewing gum 

• Creosote, paint thinners, Jeye’s fluid, oil 
and fuel, antifreeze, rodenticides and 

slug/ant killer. 

• Some shop brought flea treatments 

If you think your pet has been in contact with any 

of these poisons, follow these steps : 

1. Do not attempt to make them vomit. This 

can cause your pet more damage in some 

cases.  

2. Do not give them anything to eat or drink. 

3. Try and find out what it is they’ve been in 
contact with or ingested – how much, of 

what strength and how long ago. 

4. Contact us. We may need to contact the  

      veterinary poisons information service    

      (VPIS) if it is not a common poisoning and  

      we require more information in order to  

      treat your pet. 

5. Treat them for shock if they show  

      symptoms of it. 

6. Remember – Prevention is always better 

than a cure!! 

We will likely administer an injection to make 

your pet vomit if they have ingested something 

they shouldn’t have. We will also likely give you 
some charcoal to give your pet to limit the amount 

of toxin absorbed by your pets’ stomach.  
Sometimes, your pet may have to stay in on a drip 

for several days so that we can ‘flush out’ the  
toxins and do repeated blood tests to check for  

organ damage. 


