
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The phrase ‘you are what you eat’ has never been  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Kennel Cough 
Myth “my dog doesn’t go into kennels 

therefore I don’t need to vaccinate against 
Kennel cough” 

 
 

Kennel cough is the most prevalent disease that we 

can vaccinate for. The disease is highly contagious 

and is caught from infected dogs when they mix. 

A bit like how we catch flu from other people. 

Fortunately the risk of developing a severe cough 

can be greatly reduced by vaccination. Kennel 

Cough is a contagious respiratory disease of dogs. 

Bordetella bronchiseptica is a major cause, but 

other organisms may be involved including canine 

parainfluenza virus and canine adenovirus. 

Boarding kennels can be a source of infection 

(hence the name Kennel Cough), particularly at 

peak holiday periods but individual dogs may also 

contract the disease from training classes, dog 

shows, neighbouring dogs, popular dog walks or 

other areas where close contact is unavoidable. 

Unfortunately Kennel Cough is transmitted on the 

breath and your dog could be exposed to it by 

something as routine as a walk in the park. 

 

Ring to book an appointment and vaccinate for 

just £30.55 or £25.82 when with your booster. 
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Westover Fun Dog Show 

2017 
Thank You All! for making this annual event such 

a great success again this year. 

There are lots of photos in our  

facebook album so check 

it out. 

 

 

 
Thank you to ; 

Hog Roast - Peter & Tilly Websdale  

Hedgehog Rescue - Mrs Marion Grimes- 

Safe Rescue - Sarah Landimore 

Lovejoys Dog Food 

Fish4dogs 

Zoetis 

Simply Health Professionals 

Castros Coffee 

 
  
 

 



 

Hedgehogs 

 
 

Last month was the launch of the  

“hedgehog housing census” and runs until 31st October.  
 

All over the  

country, thousands of people are going to the trouble 

and expense of building or buying hedgehog homes. 

We want to know how important this is to the lives of 

one of our most loved animals – and how we can  

improve the way we help hedgehogs in the future. 
For a hedgehog scientist – and believe me, there are 

such things – gathering the volume of information  

required to make this a meaningful study cannot be 

done alone. They would need to get into thousands of 

gardens, assess the structures, what they are made of, 

where they are situated. They would also need to see 

what other features the garden had that might  

encourage hedgehogs, such as access. One of the key 

messages from our Hedgehog Street campaign is the 

necessity to make small holes, around the size of a CD 

case, at the bottom of fences and walls to allow the  
animals to roam. 

 

So how do we get the information? How do we find 

out what style of house works best? Well, we do that 

by recognising the real capacity members of the public 

have to provide valuable data. Science is seen by many 

as something that only specialists can do, but this idea 

is being challenged with many “citizen science”  
projects. This housing census is not the first. 

 

Hedgehog research lends itself very well to citizen  

science. The animal is impossible to confuse with any 

other species, people love them, and they share our 

gardens. Add to this the very real problem of dramatic 

population decline – down by about a third in urban 

areas and more than half in rural areas since the turn 

of the century – and we have motivation to act. 

 

 

 

We started using citizen scientists for hedgehogs over 

10 years ago, when the British Hedgehog Preservation 

Society joined forces with the People’s Trust for En-

dangered Species (PTES) and recruited more than 

20,000 people to take part in our “hogwatch” survey. 
PTES runs Living with Mammals – a survey of urban 

wildlife that provides clear evidence of hedgehog 
 population decline. They also run Mammals on Roads 

– surveying rural areas through the rather gruesome 

count of road casualties. Again, this shows that  

hedgehogs are being squashed less frequently, not  

because they are getting faster or more clever, but  

because there are less of them. 

 

The contributions of thousands of people are vital to 

increasing our understanding of what is happening. 

The empowerment that comes with being involved in 

these research projects is tangible. The first step might 

be small, such as marking a sighting on the  

Big Hedgehog Map, but it is a gateway to a deeper con-

nection with our wider environment. 
 

 
 

• Hugh Warwick is a writer and ecologist; article taken 
from the Guardian newspaper. 

Westover Waffle 

We would like to officially welcome our 

new vets Rebecca Clayton and  

  
 

Philip Montgomery 

 
to the Westover team; you will see them  

both in consultations, surgery/theatre and 

they have very good microphone voices 

when it comes to dogs shows! 

 

https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/new-survey-hedgehog-housing-census-launches-today/
https://www.hedgehogstreet.org/
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/
https://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk/
https://ptes.org/
https://ptes.org/
http://bighedgehogmap.org/

