
 

 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Parrots 
 

 

Parrots as Pets 
Parrots have been held in high regard ever since 

1504 when the first live parrot was imported into 

the UK. Parrots, given the correct care and 

attention can be long-lived and so will provide 

your household with not just a pet, but a lifelong 

companion and a new family member. 

Cages; whilst there are a variety of cages on the 

market, a simple design will be easier to clean and 

maintain. The classic bell-shaped cages should be 

avoided at all costs. The 'Liberta' or 'Rainforest' 

cages are amongst the best available. Remember 

that your parrot will treat it’s cage as it’s own 
territory, and will happily spend large parts of the 

day in it, so the cage should be as spacious as 

possible, and should allow the bird to at least be 

able to spread it’s wings. 
The bottom of the cage needs to be covered with 

something that can be changed regularly, this can 

be shredded paper or wood-shavings, but these 

tend to get blown about and make a mess around 

the cage. The best floor covering is old newspaper, 

this is cheap and readily available so that it can be 

changed daily. 

 

Jan Dodge, one of our receptionist’s with her own 
“Jasper” an Orange-Winged Amazon, who is now 

12 years old. 

The location of your cage is also very important. Birds 

are very sensitive to fumes and gases. If you notice a 

smell or fumes move the cage to another room with 

good ventilation, fumes can arise from cleaning 

products, aerosol sprays, new paint, cigarette smoke, 

cooking gas, self-cleaning ovens, carbon monoxide 

from household boilers and car exhausts, etc. Cages 

should not be positioned in the kitchen as fumes from 

everyday cooking can prove fatal. 

Your cage should not be placed in the window or near 

door ways, because of the risk from draughts, nor 

should they be placed in direct sunlight where the bird 

could overheat. It is essential to secure the cage door 

with a fool-proof method, possibly a small padlock. 

Your parrot should be fed at least once a day, with tit-

bits offered as available. Most pet shops sell “parrot 
mix” which should be avoided as the seed mixes often 
harbour harmful afla-toxins. As parrots are very good 
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at picking out the best bits and throwing the rest out of 

the cage, a balanced diet should consist of 85-90% 

complete balanced pelleted diet (such as Harrison's or 

Versele-Laga P15 Nutribird). 

A good selection of fresh fruit and vegetables should 

also be offered every day. Peanuts if offered should be 

those sold for human consumption and as a VERY 

occasional treat. Anything that we eat should be 

avoided, which can be tricky when birds want to share 

our meals! Chocolate should especially not be given, 

neither should avocado which is poisonous to birds. 

 As an active member of the Association of Avian Vets 

and British Veterinary Zoological Society, we take a 

very active and hands-on view.  

 

 

 

 

Rabbit Awareness Client Evening 

17th May, 7.00pm 

 

 
As it will soon be Rabbit Awareness Week (18th-26th 

June) we will be holding a rabbit evening on the 17th 

May for owners or potential owners of rabbits. 

Rabbits are the third most popular pet in the UK; there 

are estimated to be about 1.3million kept as pets and 

the care of rabbits is becoming a much more talked 

about topic. 

 

 

In this free evening Tasha Yaxley RVN  will give an 

informative talk about rabbit care including feeding 

and the home environment, rabbits as pets, as well as 

health concerns such as teeth, weight and nail care. 

We will have Buster? Who will allow us to 

demonstrate the best way to pick up a rabbit, syringe 

medications and trim nails.  

 

Please call reception to book your place. Light 

refreshments including tea and cakes will be available, 

so come along and find out more at our informal 

evening gathering! 

 

 

 

Treat your pet to our 

Westover Health Care Plan  

And give yourself peace of mind for 2016. 

 
 

Westover Waffle 

 

Good Bye  

to Vet Nurse Susan Gregson who is going to 

pastures new, you will be greatly missed; Bon 

Voyage!  

 

Hello 
 and a warm welcome to Kellie Brown our new 

second year trainee nurse. 

 

 

 

 


